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of the emperor in Germany, and to himself regulate
the religious questions which then disturbed the Christ-
tian world. He did not want to break with the pope,
as did the partisans of Luther, but he wished to have
a general reform take place in the church through a
council which he would direct. He prevailed upon
the pope to convoke a council of all Christendom, not
in Italy, but at Trent in the Tyrol, in a country where
he was master.

It was said at that time that Charles V. aspired to
the establishment of a universal monarch)", that is, he
would govern all Europe either directly or by making
all the other sovereigns submit to his authority. This
project created for him several adversaries. The prin-
cipal one was the King of France, Francis L, who
had not given up the hope of reconquering the
Milanais, and who had an interest in weakening the
power of the house of Austria, whose states sur-
rounded his kingdom on three sides. Against a sov-
eign as powerful as- Charles V. he had need of allies,
He had hoped to find some in Italy, but the petty
Italian states, menaced by the Spanish garrisons of
Naples and of the Milanais, dared not risk opposi-
tion to the King of Spain. He sought an alliance
with the King of England, who had just repudiated his
marriage with Catherine, the aunt of Charles V.; but
Henry VIII. was not a very safe ally, and was of little
use, for he was busy with the affairs of his own king-
dom, and had no army.

Francis L determined on an alliance with the enemies
of Charles V-, the Sultan of Turkey, Solyman, who
had just conquered Hungary, and the Lutheran princes